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SER MON 


THEIR MAJESTIES, / 


On the Feaſt of S. Francis Sales , 
Jan. 29. 168z; 7 of 


Talis decebat ut  efſer nobis Pontifex, 
ſanctus, innocens. Hebr. ch. 7, v. 26: 


It was fitting we ſhou'd have ſach a Biſbop, 
hob, as innocent. 


SSR err Heſe. words: are part of 
$6999 & that Divine Character 

| WD which the: Apoſtle gives 
Ee of 7eſus Chriſt, the Su- 
EBI/ES. 488 pream Paſtor and Biſbop of 
our. Souls, EF nr ch him from the 
A 3 High 


(4). 
High Priefts of the Levitical Race, and 
eſtabliſhing his cternal Prieſthood ac- 
G yer = - _ hi == _—_ _— edec, 


Create a -fotan TE; more nd 
bak the former more excellent, not only 
and Eifcdey, but” allo-in $a+- 
gun | Innoce And fince this Law 
was t6'De-1ſ0 Ton fulnitiared in all Points, 
that it ſhou'd.neveE be —_— Or CX- 


joF-a- "hare 
Wo 5>r1} Aid y-; | _C- —_ 

lie, 20 the memory of whoſe ime 
Life 


(3) 
ja and ho/y Converfation, the Chiinch 
ppointed the-preſent Solemmty. A . 
_ WO eabaly mnocent, that, as he 
TW glory, 10:18 he vr ay reproach of 
orrupe: Age: For: if the worſt''of 
—_ n= Ox barren Soil; cou'd 
e Irinoccnese; and nouriſh | ' Holi 
ne; :and\bring'/Vertue tothe 
Maturity, -how- fond. and frivolous'are 
our Excuſes? -how:do's our. Juſtification 
aggravate aurOfferice; when I 
ig ;lay:our{oewn 'Burthen | __ 
Neighbours Shoulders, and | 
voluniary Depravations: upon. "I 
aziay.of \the Tims 2 Bur'T argue wrong: 
Faci ſintecweldrafo! ready to ers 
evtry badow -06:an Excuſe, to: palliate 
our Vices:, 'and to) ſhelter our” Cowar- 
diet ;; 0D darmy:'tb offer aria: 


Life; or -defpandmng; and: falling back'as 
—_— -made "the Ng eps 
t 


111 Decal ys 04lts offor';- 1 
mace \ws ;(01;@b ont par 
-/ ſuchiar: or-x0 lead? 
na do 'Bichop» wo ge Us; 


TVISY fuch 


NE. SE; 
ſuch a Doctor :to-teach us, and- ſuch 
an Orator.to :petſwade! us ,'i that” the. 
Land :of:Pronuſe' is not {o- inatceflible 

as falſe: Spics'repreſentoir,” rhat the *Iri- 
'habitanes are | not inhoſpitable, thac 
SanEtity , and Innocence are not ſuch 
mptacticable; Verrues as''the -Worlkd 
woud! have us believe. We- have 
from: his Dofrine , we have-it from his 
Prefiice; 'we cannot-find a more faith- 
ful Account of it then'in his Writings, 
nor can we 1n rcaſon exact a'more au- 
thentick Teſtimony then his Life; which 
mutually ſupport , and witnefs to one 
another ; his Life was holy and inno- 


cent, pps p52 10M to his Do- 
&trine.; and his Doctrine 1s prov'd to be - 


ſo, becauſe. atteſted by his :Life; They 
wha-admure the ſublmeneſs of his In- 
ſtructions, when they read them will 
find them not above their own level, 
when they ſec him practiſe themand ſuch 
as deſpair of riſing tothat heighr, when: 
they read his Performances, will be con- 
vincd, when they conſult Ius-Re/es,that 


every 


(5) 
every honeſt State of Life is capable of per- 
feftion, that is, of Sanfity and Loy 
Facere © Docere, Acting and Teaching 
was the two-fold Innocence, the two-fold 
Sanfity of this Holy Man, and therefore 
ſhall make the ewo Parts of this Diſ- 
"courſe, after we haye begg'd light from 
above by the Interceſſion of the Mother 
of Innocence, Addrefliing to her more 
then Angelical Purity, with the Angeli- 
cal Salutation, AVE MARIA, 


It was fitting we ſhoud have ſuch a 
/' Biſhop, Holy, and Innocent. 


Will not trouble you with the Scho- 
I lafſtick Diſtin&tions betwixt Holineſs 
and Innocence , or involve you in the 
Nxetes of the Moral Philoſopher, "when 
he marks out the Boundarics' of each 
Vettue, and declares the difference and 
property. : fortho' indeed Innocence itt * 
port nothing poſitive as to the force of 
* the word, but only an exempriot from 
Crime, and is diſtinguiſh'd from Holinefs, 

7 B 


as 


(6) 
as_the Diſpoſition from the Effet, or at 
the moſt, innocence o__ but an 1mper- 
fe&t Holineſs, as Holineſs 1s the perfe&ti- 
on of Innocence ; yet becauſe the com- 
mon notion which. Men have of this 
yertue, implies a purity. of body and mind. 
I am willing to lcaye you in poſlcſſion of 
hk Idea, which the Saint favours in 


his writings, and procced to ſhew how 
eminently he poſlcis'dat in his Perſon. 


And to begin with the inferiour part, 
the Body,following the Apoſtles met __ 
primum eſt quod animale: the Spiri 
Innocence being never fo illuſtrious, as 
when it 1s ſuperſtrufted upon the Cor- 


poral. | 


But not to mention the previous Di(- 
politions to it, as the Piety and Sandtity 
of hus holy Parents; for tho' other Ver- 
. tues are not tranſmutted, yet. Innocence, 
and Chaſtity ſeemto be priviledg'd above 
the reſt: Nottodraw any Argument from 
' the Angelical meckneſs of his Counte- 


nance, . 


""07] 
nance, or Modeſty of his behaviour, be- 
fore Nature began to breath, or Concu- 
iſcence to exert 1t ſelf; we will repre- 
Ent him ex puero virum, in the bloom of 
Youth, in the pride of Nature, in the 
luſter of a moſt perfe&t Beauty, in the 
midſtof abundanceof Health, Nobility, 
Riches, and by conſequence of Ten- 
ptations: And being thus Nobly attend- 
cd you may expect to find him in the 
Courts of Princes, the Sea whence all 
Greatneſs flows, and whether naturally 
it returns; being likewiſe ſo dangerouſly 
attended, you may expect to meet him at 
the Comedy, or at the Ball,or at the ordi- 
nary haunts of Youth; Youth which ſeems 
to receive theBleſlings of God only to per- 
yert them into the Occaſions of ſin, ha- 
ving much Health, much Time, much 
Mony to laviſh,and in every action ſtands 
—_— to God for a threefold prodi- 
ality of his Favours. A Truth that 
made ſo deep, and fo early an impreſſion 
upon our young Saint, that he was re- 
{oly'd to be before hand with ar 
3 BY an 


($)- | 
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and not to quit the poſſeſſion of Innocene; 
for the hazard of a future Repentance. 


He then poſſe what heafterwards left 
in Writing tor ourinſtruction, that Cha- 
ſity is that holineſs of Life, mention'd 
by the Apoſtle, without which none ſhall 
ſee God, as St. Feromand St. Fohn Chriſoft. 
expound. He had lcarn'd from the ſame 
Apoſtle that we are not our own, ſed ejus, 
qui pro nobis mortuus eft , © reſurrexit, but 
haye paſs'd away our Title, and render'd 
the poſieflion of our (clyes to Feſws Chriſt, 
whoſe glorious Body (if the Apoſtles Ar- 
gument hath any force) is not only a 
proof of our future immortality, butis 
alſo an emblem of the preſent incorrupti- 
on he requires at our hands, and which 
ky are in our Baptiſm, 70 be holy in 
Body and Spirit, that 1s innocent, He 
had learn'd that his Body muſt either be 
the Temple of the Hol Ghof, or a Den of 
Serpents: heTemple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
then Chaſtity,and Innocence muſt; be the 

Prieſt, and Concupiſcence the Sacrifiec, 


Cujus 


(9) 
cuins templi ſacerdos, W ſacrificatrix eft pu: 
doieies and therefore making a 5 
effort in the very flower of his Youth, 
he gave the Victim a mortal blow, and 
laid it dead at the foot of the Altar by a 
vow of perpetual Chaſtity : And the 
grace thatcnabled him to make this holo- 
cauſt of him(clt, did ſo: conſtantly attend 
him all the reſt of his Life, that neither 
the hcat of Youth cou'd ever ſully the 
whiteneſs of the Lilly, northe moſt wily 
Stratagems of the Devildamp the Odour, 


nor the more rude aflaults of the World 
ſhake the farmnels. 


Methinks I behold him in the poſture of 
the Cherubin that was plac'd at the entry 
of Paradiſe to render it inacceſſible to ſin. 
He had Wings to fly, and a Flaming Sword 
to reſiſt; thus doubly Armed he ſtands 
Sentinel to Guard: the 7ree of Life, his 
Innocence; watchful to Defend all the 
Avenues, his Senſes; leaſt death ſhou'd en- 
ter through thoſe Windows, It the Enemy 
Attaque him. by open force, (as he did 


mOorc 


(a0) 

more then once by Perſwaſions -of cor- 
' rupt Men, and by the importunities of 
abandon'd Woman ) he uſes the Sword 
of - bis Zeal, either putting the Temprers 
to-flight, or ſubduing them to Repen- 
tance. - But. if the Enuſſaries of Hell preſs 
ſo hard upon hum that Nature inclines to 
take Quarter, che will not hazard the 
day by fightng it out, but conquers by 
his-Wirgs;  he-flics and overcomes, as the 
chaſt and innocent Foſeph did, of whom 
St..Bafil of Seleuciaays, fuga utitur -pro 
armis, his. defence was in-his flight, and 
he was truly brave becauſe: he had the 
courage to run away. And now he returns - 
cover d with Glory, that is in ſecure poſ- 
ſeſſion of Innocence, to reproach on the 
one {ide our Cowardice, on the other our 
Raſhneſs, and Preſumption : OurCowar- 
dice, that we darc not ſo much as graſp 
at a vertue which makes us, lays he, al- 
moſt equal to the Angels, and without 
which we cannot be Mex: Our preſum- 
ption, .that we dare, like the ſimple In- 
ſe hover curiouſly about the flame to try 
whe- 


(11) 


whether it be as ſweet as it is fair, till w 
periſh in the very trial. For if he that loyes 
danger ſhall periſhin it; he that gocs to 
meet it, loves 1t; he who does not remove 
the Occaſion from his own doors, laies 
a ſnarefor his own Feet; he who does not 
eje&t the Scandal. from under his Roof, 
and lodg it beyond the reach of a groun- 
ded ſufpition, laies a Snare for the Feet 
of his Neighbour; and he who docs not 
fly fromthe Net when it 1s fpread.in his 
way; ts already caught. 


I have. inſiſted longer upon this 
ground-work of Vertue, then perhaps the 
rules of Pancgyricks will allow ; bue the 
neceſſities of ay Auditory, the force of 
my Text, and the honozroof this Saint re- 
quired no lefs ; an uncorrupted, and in- 
violate Chaſtity, being ſo neceflary a 
foundation toa conſummated Innocence, 
that without it the. whole Fabrick 1s ru- 
inous, wants the ſtrength, ſymmetry, and 
beauty. of a regular Falling, is always 
ſinking and yielding, tho' never fo often 
reparrd by a&ts of Repentance. But 


Part. 1I, 
Vertue of the Saint and ſhines in eyery - 


(12) 


| But let us proceed from the cauſe to 


the effc&t, orrather from one link of the 


Chain to an other; let us contemplate 
the purity of the Water that flows from 
ſo incorrupted a Spring , preaching iflu- 
ing from Practice; Innocence, teaching 
Holineſs ; 

Your attention, and my Second Part. 


If Innocence . þe the . characteriſtical 


action which he did ; it flaſhes in every 
Line which he writes: If ir was the Soul 
wiych: animatcd tus Works, '1t was the 
Intelligence which -diftared his Words, 
and asa'great Saint ſpeaks of a'perfect Re- 
Igzous man,zitaejus erat ſermo fafti ejus, 
the-purity.of his rine 8:only an'ac- 


_ count of the purity of his Life, and both 


together-'only one continued; -uninter- 

rupted-feries of' a Praflical,: and: an: 

feftive Innocence.” If we regard ws. Life, 

we- ſhall find it ſo cftranged from'the 

World, as if he knew it not: But ' urs 
0 


ee a =D _ 
- Aa > 
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look por his Writings , we ſhall find 
there fo diſmal, and yet ſo exact an ac- 
count of it! as 1f he had Travelled thro' 
all its corruptions. 'He 'knew 1t there-' 
fore only to condemn it, and like Moſes 
from the top of Mount Nebo took a view 
of that Country he was never to enjoy: 
God having reſerv'd for him a better 
hope ;* yet not taking the preſent pol- 
ſeſſion out of his hands, but keeping it 
from his Heart.  'He did nor call himm- * 
to the frightful deſert with a St. Paul, a 
St. Anthony, a St. Bennet ; he did not 
Command him to Sell- all, and give to 
the Poor , with 'a'© St. Frantz. The 
Divine wiſdom knew- very 'Well-that 
in an age, ſo eneryated, and ſoftened 
with caſe, and Luxury; few wou'd take 
that word, whuch inthe belt of 'us 'bepers 
only a ſteril admiration; and by the moſt 
is look'd uporr as fo imprafcticable, that 
it 1s hardly (credible. For tho'we-are 
expell'd Paradiſe, yet we expect God 
ſhould 'converſe withus a8 before in'bur 
own likeneſs; we CT to cnabrace 
OULGZ - | 


Efai. 10. 27. 


Pſ. 194 7. 


.and if that 


©, > HER 
4a Vertue that isnot ina faſhionable drefs, 
ane reat Queen wou'd oY us 

low her, {he muſt appear 1n her natu- 
ral Garb, and cafic Way, in fine Linnen 
and ſoft Garments ;* as ſhe was habited: 
ul ſmners forced her to put on Sack- 


Wherefore the Divine goodneſs con- 
Gelcending to our infirmity, and (as the 
Prophet ipeaks) ſoftening the Toke by 


r 

abundance of Oyl, a Pattern of Ho- 
lineſs before our byes in the Perſon of 
St. Francis Sales, fo calie to Imiutate , 


and Copy.out, ſo adapted. to all ſtares, 
has foul." Col that ic Aaſhes like 1 cin 
every ones Face, nec eft qui ſe abſcondat 
2 calore ejus, and breaths fuch a gentle 
mth upon every Heart; that we are 
blind,- if we do-not fee it; that we are 
inſenſible if we 'do not feel it; and in- * 
exculable if we do not follow it. | 


If I ſhould propoſe to the Nobility che: 
Example of-a Paulinus, or aCaffic FORE, 
ung 


(15) 
ſuing to be diſcharg'd of their Honours 
and Imployments , as ſo many Fetters, 
and Impediments in their way to Hea- 
yen ; I might diſguſt, but ſhould never 
perſwade: But when I bring evidence that 
Greatneſs in this World is not inconſiſtent 
with Humility, and to ſerve your King 
and Country in the moſt emunent ſtat 
ons excludes neither Sanity nor Inno- 
cence, why do you not imitate ? 


If I ſhould propoſe to the Courtier the 
Example of an Arſenius crying to you as 
the unknown voice did to him;ſs vis ſafous 
eſſe fuge : If you wou'd be faycd flic in- 
to cofirude and hide your ſelf in the co- 
yert of a Rock; you wou'd think I de- 
ſerve that defert whether I invite you. 
But while my Saint commands me to 
tell you, that your cſtate 1s not deſperate, 
tho” 1t be dangerous, and that the Lilly 
may floriſh among Thorns, that you 
may be Innocent in the midſt of Cor- 
ruption, why do you abandon your 
ſclycs as thoſe that have no hope ? : 

C 2 


(16 ) 


If I ſhou'd propoſe to the Ladies a 
"Paula melting in a continual ſtream of 
"Tears, a _ dalen in her Grott, a Mary 

of Mgypt teeding upon Roots, a Fran- 
vole Sth Feack-cloth, and add 
toit, hoc fac, & wives, this you muſt do 
to be'Saved; Iſhou'd turn this Chappel 
into a valley of Tophet , the Preachers 
voicewou'd be drown'd with execrations 
upon his head, and acts of deſpair wou'd 
eccho from every Brealt. 


% 


—* 49r-wge 'But while 'my ,Saint, commands me to 
Sale: dire% {er before your Eyes a Philothea nobly 


ruQions in BOrN, nicely Bred, caſic and gentle in her 
* the Book of 'BehayIour, neither ſcrupling .a decency 
Judtion to aint Cloaths, nor in Attendance, allowing 
Devout life, her {elf an inoffentive cheertulneſs in Dil- 


to every pt-, 


oo P-courſe, and other Recreations not unbe- 


der thename COMUNg either her Sex, , or, Condition,; 


otPLyorbea.and all this without/any pre jpeics ro her 
Tnnocehce, refletion upon her Repurati- 


on .or impediment to.her Sanctity ; what 
AIP, colour 


OE. 


[£1 
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colour of excuſe is left you to coyer that 
of your Confuſion? Why.are,you nor 
merry without diſſolution affable withour 
effrontery , gentile withour-profulſencls 2 
Such.was Philothea. She allows you. Vi- 
fits, and Recreations; but notat the ex- 
pence of your Innocence : She allows you 
a good Table, butnot that your Neigh- 
bours fame ſhou'd be the Salt to every 
Meat, and everything taſt infipid, which 
do'snot reliſhot,the Satyr.  Philorhea did 
not ſo. Why do you corrupt your lawful 
Diverſions into. criminal exceſſes ? your 
Apparel into a ſubject of Vanity, and oc- 
calion of Scandal? and turn thoſe Riches 


. 1nto .0ftentation, which ought to be hid 


in the boſom of the poor, if you wou'd ei- 
ther preſerye your , Innocence, .xedecm 
your offences, or pertc&t your Sanctity. 
And this was the Practiſe of Ph1lorhea. 
In a word, decebat ut talis efjet, 10 fitting 
and cven fo neceſlary, was 1t to. all ſtates 
and conditions,, that when Vice began. co 
eltabliſh his Throne, upon the runs of 
Piety , when Relaxation Invaded . the 
| | Rights 


(18) 
Rights, and Uſurped the Title of Re/rpion, 
wor Vertue Aired like a fury, 
-with Scourges in her Hands, and was as 
much apprehended as ſhe was before 
negle&tcd, fo fitting and cyen fo necel- 
fary, I fay, it was the Divine providence 
ſhould ſhew ſuch a Biſhop to the World, 
whoſe Authority might convince an in- 
credulous Generation, and whoſe Ex- 
ample might encourage the weak, whoſe 
meckneſs might ſoften the moſt obdy- 
rate, whoſe advices ww fc 
the Ianguiſhing hand, and 1nſpire the de- 
jedted 3 and-in fine, whoſc pathe- 


. - tick Exhortations might melt down the 


Heart of ſtone, and fetch Waters out of 
the hardeſt Rock; when he teaches us 
both by Word and "en op that the wa 

to Heaycn, 1s neither fo craggy nor {© 
ſteep as the diſcent of Hell: that you 
may climb the one wath leſs pains then 
irs; -2 down the other: that there are 
pleafures attending Innocence to which 
the moſt indulged Appetites can never ar- 
-rive.; that Vertue has morc Charms then 


Vice ; 


and when you. hve like en you. | 
commence Saints. For what can be fo 
. reaſonable as to live ſoberly, juſtly, and” 
piouſly in this World? What more gen- 
tile? What. more ſordid and baſe - 
the contrary Vices? Yet in theſe Three 
Heads our Saint after St. Pau! fumums up 
all your Obligations , renders them. fa- 
muliar by. his-Prac&tice, and ſoftens: then: 
in. his, inſtructions. 


Here the Bulhop learns how to ſupport: 
rs. caſe, _ OrIrTY banks of hs ; 
e; the Ecclefraftie& to perform the. 
Date of his Character; the Religious to 
maintain the Innocence of his Lite ; and 
the Secular Man experiences the facility 
of Vertue : The Great, and the Rich are 
taught the advantage of their condition, 


by having the power to do good to o- 
x A ame: The Virgin 18- 
inſtructed how to. ſecure that great Tre» 
fare, an Angelical purity; The Married 
Perſon has mathods laid down, _—_ by: 


Vice; that Sanctity is but high Reaſon, 


(.2&)/ 
extract "Antidotes out of Poyſon, and as 
Fiſh live 'in -Salt-water without drawing 
the Brine; ſo to'connverſe in the great Sea 
of the World, without taking mn cither 
its Vanities or Corruption. 


.c Tf you be a Man, you have a Theoti- 
= nance mus for your Pattern; a Philothea if you 


mirable be a Woman; if you aſpire to perfecti- 

" freatiſef On, what better guide can you chuſe 
ee:ve f then his love of God which riſes every 
line till it loſe both the Reader and it 

felf in an Ocean of Charity, till it plant 

the imiitator in the Third Heaven ? If 
you'cannot follow (© pence flight, deſ- 

pond not; you have his Introdufion to 

a 'Devout life, fo accommodated to all 
Capacitics and Conditions, that we may 

without Impiety apply to1t what St.” Gre- 

gory ſaid of the holy Scripture, ub# agnus 

ambilat , © Elephas natat, where the 

Lamb walks and the Elephant ſwims ; the 

more {imple Reader 1s fatisfhed, andthe 
moreelcyated underſtanding is tranſport- 

cd. If you are unſettled m matters 'of 

1Þ Religion, 


(21) 
Religion, read his,7rizmph of the Croſs, 
and you will fit down abundantly” con- 
tented, and tnore than ſufficicttly con- 
vinced. If the care of others be com- 
mitted to you, what ſo moving as his 
Sermons? What ſo'petfualiveas his Tr- 
ftruftions ? Smooth as the profound-cur- 
rent, perſpicuous as the ſhallow, reſem- 
bling the Nile flowing with! ſweetneſs , 
and fxcundity, but comparable onlyito 
themſelves. > 3021 "7 


-- It you want ſpiritual comfort or-'ad- | 
vice, let his Entertainments and Letters 
be your Counſel,” which ſolve every e- 
mergent difficulty, diſpel every ſcruple, 
ſatishc your doubts , and ſet the moſt 
perplext caſes in the cleareft light; -* * 


To conclude , as out of the abundance 
of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh , ſo out 
of the Innocence and Sanfity of his Life, 
he Copied Ins Inſtructions. His Writ- 
ings are his Obelisk, his own Pancgyrick: 
and'if you umntate _ yotrs too, 

if 


(22) 


* ron dee 'to inartate they are moſt 
excellent direuons z ET 
<-- <p T_s Sentence and Condemna» 


Foris ic notas much youruty to em- 
Hnocence, and to preſs forward to 
Senftity ? Is it not as much your ogy. 2 
Have: you not the a__ Capacity, the 

fame and Aſſiſtance ? 


Do you want Toots or Grace ? 
Neither. Do you want =P In 
firuction ? You cn it: But 
Ss oe a ne ApEn who 
elves? Perds 
to ace te Heal, ; if you all p «mp 
you rey own ney aug if you 


own hands ; Why oil 
you gy 0B of /. mag for your per- 
dition is fromeyour (elves. 


 Qux B, Maſter aſſures thoſe who tread 
the paths. of his Sondiity. and. Innocence, 
vhat at their ys end, they ſhall r 


(23) 
"Tribes of Iſrael ; not-+by pronouncing 
ſentences of death upon them , ſays 
St. Ferom , but by it evident to 
all mankind by the compariſon of their 
Lives, that fuch as wou'd not follow the 
tract they had beat and ſmoothed with 
their own feet, thou'd have nothing to 
fay forthemſelyes, why judgment nught 
not paſs upon their convicted crimes , 
quia vobis credentibus illi credere noluerunt: 


And it 1s worth our fcrious and timely 
ſtudy to confider whac Plea we ſhall be 
able ro make, at'the ſevere Tnbunal a- 

ainſt fuch a cloud of Witnefles, the 
yes of fo many Saints that will appear 

againſt us. Perhaps' we were co 

Obligation: And have you not 
the ſame: Law wenten 1n/your Heares , 
as you arc Men, and the fame Goſpel 
Preached unto you; as youare Chriſtians, 
And both the one, and the other revived 
and uiculcated. by. their inſtru&ions, 
ſhewn to be and even cafic 


_ by their Example? If it be cruc that qu? 


D 2 ” zgnorat 


tad 


Coop” © 
ignorat »ignorabitur , he that is wiltully 


_ unknowaing in..the great concern” of his 


Salvation, ſhall-mnot/be acknowledged for 
a Diſciple of Chriſt; he'that negle&ts to 
learn either out of ſloath or prejudice, or 
temporal intercſt, 1s wiltully: Ignorant ; 
he that ſhuts his Eyes againſt the Light, 
1s as criminal as he that Rebels againſt 
- it, and deſerves asſeyere Chaſtiſement. 


But I cou'd not practice what I knew. 
Erubeſce Sidon ait Mare, coveryour Face 
that the- World may not ſee you bluſh-at 
ſuch achildiſh and unmanly Excuſe. Were 
not they. of as/noble.aBirth;'of as ten- 
der -a;Complection ,. of as nice arr Edy- 
cation? "Had not-they the ſame Paſſions 
. to;bridle , - the ſame; Concupilcence tb- 
war;againſt; .the fame ;Budy' of 'Sin t6 
conquer? Bur-they had Grace>And how 
often has it been grven:yo0u2::How: often 
have you. ſcorntully rcje&ted: 1t > Have 
you-net, the fame ſupernatural Highe; 
the-ſame holy: Inſpirations?-/The fame'ct- 
ficatious Sacraments? As winnrig ——_ 

Wag. & 0 pics, 


_ 


(25) 
ples, -as Pathetick Exhortations, as vigos 
rous both interiour and exteriour Helps, 
What cou'd I do to-my Vineyard thatT have 
not:done? 

But Lhave preſting Avocations, a tide 
of buſineſs, an Eftate:to raiſe, a Child to 
Marry, :a Law fuit;to follow; a Family 
to. provide for; and in fine-ſuch impedi- 
ments as no body canimagin, and Ican- - 
not overcome. And-aretheſe the heads 
of your Excuſes? Are theſe your particu- 
lar Difhcultics? Why? -They are ey 
bodies. Song , . a meer Narrative whic 
1s in cyery: bodies Mouth, and which 
the floathtul Man un the Proverbs delivers 
more-» compendiouſly., 'Leo eft in via; 
There js a Lyon in the way. But they arc 
ſo far from proving what you intend, an 
exemption from Holineſs, and Inno- 
cence, -.that they are convincing Argu- 
mcents-you ſtand 1n-greater: necefliry 'of 
practiling thoſe Vertucs,and walking care- 


July, ( As; the Apotile ; ſpeaks ) } becauſe Caute Am- 


yOU-g0 pon > ſlippery payement.((They > 
are Arguments indeed why you: cannot 


TENounee 


488) 
renownee the World, and bury your ſclves 
ina Cloyfter; but de not prove ar all 
you cannot live Innocent in the World. 
You cannot eſtrange your ſelves from 
Creatures; but cannot you wih-hold 
your affection? You cannot ſuppore great 
corporal Auſtcrities; but cannot you 
keepthe Rein upon your Appcrites? You 
cannot ſpend whole days in Contempla- 
tion; butcannot you ſet apartan hour for 
Prayer? You cannot obſeryc perpetual 


Silence 

broaching, orduſperſing Scandal? Can- 

not you moderate the fl-ppancy 

T ? You cannot 
to the Poor; tryna 27> re- 


[en their neceſ{itties out of your ſuper- 
flutics? 


| You cannot ſuppreſs the eruptions/ of 
your Paſſions; but you may keep @ 
watch german 5 in You — 


(97) 
Condition, nor quit the luſtre of your 
State ; but you may. keep within the. 
bounds of Chriftian modeſty , and ab- 
Stain cven from the appearaxce of Evil, as. 
- the Apoſtle commands. 


Thi. 1s the ry of the Do- 
&rine of our 0 gy rit - of 


his Wome, the Sweernefs of his Spi- 

t: And how rigorous ſocyer he was 
to his own Perſon, he commands me 
totell you, if you le theſe eafic In- 


in the. nudiſt of Infirmitics ; Poverty: 
in_the.mudit of. Riches ; and Peace in 
the nudſt of Diſtractions ; wade UG tu: 
fac femiliter. But- tor your encow 
ragement to believe, what, your own: 
Experience. can. only perſwade, It was: 
ſitting we ſboud have ſuch  Biſboy,, 
Holy and Innocent, whoſe Holizeſs, 
tho atteſted by unqueſtianable Mira- 
cles, yet in ſo-corrupt an Age, his Þmocence- 
was the greateſt. Miracke. Andt he —_ 
VES: 


(28) : 
lives well (as St. Auguſtine aſſures us) can; 
not die ill; he- that lives Tyngrent, cans 
not but die- Holy ; And'therefore on the 
Feaſt of the Holy Innotents, he was call'd 
to the nuptials -of the Lamb, - and 
added to their Number. 4 Martyr of 
Love ; an indefatigable 'Paſtour ; the Apo- 
file of bis Country.; the Mirrour of Chaſt;- 
ty, Humility, Patience, | and-of all the'gen- 
tile Train of peaceful. Vertues ; "the wery 
Manna which Heaven tain'd down"upon' this 
Age, ſavory and' delicious to every Pallate 
that has any Taſte of Devotion ; and to;con- 
clude bis Elogium, 'the Holy Innocent of 
the declining Chureh:, as the others were 
of: the Infant Chriſtianity ; the later Crop, 
as the others were the firſt Fruits, col- 
lefled--into the Garners' of Heaven: Whe-. 
ther 1 beſceeh God'that you may foHow 
him, - by-a ſtudious immnutation of / his 
Vercues, 'and an afliduous Lecture of tus 
Writings; * LD WK, 
-. In the Name; -&C. 


FINTS. 


